[Sucroferric oxyhydroxide, a novel iron-based phosphate binder. Which current use in dialysis patients?]
International guidelines suggest lowering elevated phosphorus level to the normal range in patients on dialysis. Among the phosphate-lowering strategies, phosphate binder is frequently used in addition to dietary phosphate restriction and an adequate dialysis strategy. However, serum phosphate concentration higher than 1.78mmol/L is observed in more than 40% of patients justifying the quest for new drugs. Sucroferric oxyhydroxide is one of the new iron-based agents and is available in France since May 2016. A recent international multicentre study showed this new drug to be as efficacious and non-inferior to sevelamer carbonate in magnitude of serum phosphate control. The serum phosphorus-lowering effect was maintained over 1year. When compared to carbonate sevelamer, the pill-burden was half with sucroferric oxyhydroxide because of its high phosphate binding capacity. As previously shown by experimental studies, no risk of iron accumulation was observed since iron absorption is negligible. Discolored feces and diarrhea were fairly frequent side effects. When diarrhea subsides, the tolerability of this new phosphate binder is excellent on a long-term basis.